Response to "Quality of life with or without sphincter reservation for rectal cancer".
We have read with great interest the paper "Quality of life with or without sphincter preservation for rectal cancer"(1). Feddern et al suggest an improved quality of life after 10 years following curative surgical treatment for rectal cancer. We would like to make the following comments:. 1. In the univariate analysis the only significant difference in a quality of life measure was constipation and diarrhoea. However, we note that patients age, , neoadjuvant radiotherapy and sex were significantly different between the groups. In the ultivariate analysis the authors adjusted for these factors apart from age. Age is significant factor which may affect interpretation of these results. Younger patients may have higher expectations the older population who were predominately in the APE group.